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Growth accelerates

India’s gross damestic product grew by 7.8% in the first quarter
of Fr24 compared with 13.1% growth in Q1 FY23

15]_21.5%
s

13.1%
-

=
L

Lanstant prices

Y-p-¥ change in GO# at

]

| (3 W
5 LS /tu.l\.h.#-#

u The GDP
growth
recorded
in the
Apriklune
quarter of
Fy24 was
the highest
in the

past four

T.68%

—

June 2021

June 202E

June 2073 GUarters

Economy grows 7.8%,
fastest in 4 quarters

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
and the Gross Value Added
(GVA) in the economy sped
to a four-quarter high of
7.8% in the first quarter of
this financial year, but eco-
nomists reckon that a weak
monsoon, high inflation
and global headwinds
could temper the pace of

growth through the rest of
2023-24.
Manufacturing GVA

grew for the second quar-

ter in a row, after half a
year of contraction, with
the pace of growth picking
up slightly to 4.7% in the
first quarter (Ql) of the
year, from 4.5% in the pre-
vious quarter. Agriculture,
forestry and fishing GVA
grew 3.5% between April
and June, but it was the
services sectors that saw
the sharpest surge and lift-
ed the estimates released
by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) on Thursday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

Economy grows 7.8%,
fastest in 4 quarters

Financial, real estate and professional services
GVA grew [2.2% in (I, while GVA from trade, ho-
tels, transport, communications, and services re-
lated to broadcasting rose 9.2%. The GVA from pu-
blic administration, defence, and other services,
as well as the employment-intensive construction
Sector, nose 7.9% each.

‘Below expectations’

“Although a supportive base propelled GDP
growth to a four-quarter high of 7.8%, it nonethe-
less printed below our expectations of 8.5% as
well as the central bank's Monetary Policy Com-
mittee’s propection of 8%," said ICRA chiel econo-
mist Aditi Nayar. 3he attributed the shower-than-
expected growth mostly to the meek uptick in ma-
nufacturing and a deceleration in  the
construction sector.

Chief Economic Advisor V. Anantha Nageswa-
ran argued that this was a good growth number
that keeps the economy poised to grow 6.5% this
year, and downplayed interpretations of a weak
manufacturing sector. *The data is not seasonally
adjusted, so to say manufacturing is not doing
well is not something that [ would subscribe to,”
Mr. Nageswaran sabd, noting that the numbers
were distorted by weaker cement production.

Crisil chief economist Dharmakirt Joshi was
not as sanguine, predicting that the 7.8% growth
would likely be the “peak growth performance”
for this year.
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Statehood for
J&K may take
time; polls can
be held: govt.

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Thursday
comveyed to the Supreme
Court its inability to com-
mit to an exact time period
within which full State-
hood would be restored to
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

The Union government,
however, said Jammu and
Kashmir was ready to hold
elections “any time now”.

Appearing before a Con-
stitution Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud,  Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta as-
sured the court that the
Union Territory status of
J&K was only a “temporary
phenomenon”. “Complete
Statehood may take some
time as the State had faced
repeated and consistent
disturbances for decades
together,” he submitted.
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Statehood for J&K may
take time, govt. tells SC

O Tuescly, Mr. Mehta sought time Gl August 3
b it instructions from the govermment about a
Eime frame b restore Statehood o K.

The erstwhile State was reonganised into the
Union Territories ol J&K and Ladskh in August
2019, Ladakh would comtinue to 1 & Union Terri-
tory unlike &K, the Centre said on ssgust 79

1 unable b v 3m exsct time period right
now for the Statehood... [ assure you we ane pro-
pressively proceeding o naake Jamemuo and Kxsh-
mir a complete State,” Mr. Mehta submitted. The
Centre was catalysing the progress 1o Statehoond
by pumping investnaents (o the tune of T28_ 400
crore, he sad,

Mlr. Behia sxid JEK had Seen “enommous chang-
5" post abrogation of Article 370 in 3019, Terro-
rism, infiltration, stone-throwing and casualties
among security personnel hd reduced. There
were |LT6T incidents of sevessionist-spurred stone-
throwing in J&K in 308, he sxid. “New it is nil. In
D08, there were 52 instances of onganised
bandhs, now it is nil,” the Solictor-General sud.

Senior advocate Kapil Sial, for the pefitioners,
abjected o Mr. Mebia presenting figures 1o prove
his case ol “enormous change”. *They had 5,000
peaple under house arrest and Section M4 [our-
Fewr] was ordersd . Then how coukd there be any
bandh... Thess gures are irrelevant to the chal-
benge" Mr. Sibal said.

The Chiel Justice zaid the constitutional chal-
benge 10 the abrogation of Article 370 would have
b b answersd by the Cemre on constitutional
grounds, and not by quoting thess saistics.

Meamwhibe, Mr. Mehita said the Election Com-
mission had been doing the groundwork for edec-
tions in the erstwhile State. He said the three-ier
palls in MK would be held for the e time after
0. These would inclisde polls b panchayats
{rural aressh, municipality and o the Assembly.
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he war in which Cholas ravaged
a Chera town in Kanniyakumari

The war was foi

t between the Cholas and the Cheras at Ud:

gai. now known as Udavagiri in Kalkulam taluk of Kannivakumari. duri

the reign of Raja Raja L The big town,

surrounded by huge walls, had palatial houses. The Chola army demolished the buildings, set the town ablaze and secured Raja Rajas messenger who was locked up

B. Kolappan

hough the Tamil country ruled by

Chera, Chola and Pandya kings had

been a land of great literature, art,

culture and temple architecture, it had
also witnessed fierce battles among them. One
such battle was fought between the Cholas and
the Cheras at Udagai, now known as Udayagiri in
Kalkulam taluk of Kanniyakumari district, during
lherexgnofka;zllapl,lhegmates(d(hoh
kings. In this bloodiest war, the Cholas plundered
Udagal and returned to their headquarters in
“Thanjavur with tonnes of gold and the best
elephants.

The bartle between the Cholas and the Cheras
began with the conquest of Kanthalur Salai in the
Chera Kingdom. There is an unending debate on
the words about the Chola period inscription,
Kanthalur Salai Kalamartharuliya Sree Raja Raja
Devan. While it is certain that it talks about Raja
Raja’s victory over the Chera king, there are
differences of opinion among the historians over
the geographical existence of the place, and the
interpretation of the words, Salai and Kalam, still
continues. Some opine that Kanthalur Salai
existed near the Vizhinjam port in the present
day Kerala and Kalam means sailing vessels.
Tamil poet Kavimani, who was also an
epigraphist, was of the opinion that Salai was a
place where people were offered food regularly.

Evidence from epigraphy

Rooted in history: The Udayagini fort was buit in the 15th
Century by Eustachius de Lannoy, 3 Portuguese soldier,
wha kater bacame the chicftain of the Travancore army.

challenge to the Cholas. With the battle began the
end of the relationship between the Cholas and
the Cheras that had been established through
m.m'lag?x says R. Kalalkovan, I'ounder
ickanar Centre for | Research.
In his book, Pazhuvur- Amsadal Kovilkal

“But the discovery of a Chaola period a
few years ago near Chengam proves without
doubs that Salaf was an army training centre run
by the Cheras. The training centre remained a

Martrum S ings, Temples
and Society), Dr. Kalaikovan says \dnyan Kothai
Piratti, wife of Chola King Arinjaya, and

Paranthagan Devi Ammal, wife of Sundar Chola,

were the Chera princesses.

“The relationship deteriorated fast during the
reign of Raja Rafa. He decided to launch a bartle
after one of his messengers was detained by the
Chera king at Udagai. A brutal battle followed,”
says Dr. Kalaikovan. He reiterates that in this case,
Raja Raja was not driven by any expansionist
policy, but by the desire to secure his messenger.

“Udagai is the present day Udayagiri, where
stands a hug fort constructed in the 18th

to his country with a lot of elephants from
Udagai.” he says. A copper plate inscription says,
Udagai Kozhuvi, meaning the town was burnt.

Village renamed

According to K.K. Pillai, Raja Raja celebrated his
birthday in a grand manner when he was
camping in the Chera kingdom. “He renamed the
village Muttam as Mummudi Chola Nalloor. He
gave grants to the temple at Thirunanthikarai for

Century by Ex Lannoy, a Pc
soldier, who later became the chieftain of the
Travancore army after his defeat in the battle of
Colachel,” said A.K. Pemm.a] mlholoﬁhm

lyin Kathai. lam used to
be the recruitment ground for the Chera army
and subsequently for the Travancore army.

“Udagal was a big town, surrounded by huge

walls with tall towers. There were palatial houses.
The Chola army demolished the buildings, set the
town ablaze and secured the locked in

a day celebration of his birthday on the day
of Aippasi Sathayam,” he says, quoting from the
inscriptions at the temple.

Subsequently, he returned to his country with
tonnes of gold and a lot of elephants and cattle.
Kamban Manian, one of the generals of the Chola
army, brought a Shiva idol made of emerald and
kept it at Thirupazhanam near Thanjavur. “But
the idol ks not found there now," says K.K. Pillai.

These battles had far-reaching consequences,

the rel. hip between the two

prison,” said historian K.K_ Pillai in his book
Cholar Varalaru (The History of Cholas). K.K.
Pillai, a student of historian K.A. Nilakanta Sastri,
rejects his teacher’s suggestion that Udagal was a
town near Coorg. However, Chenthee

countries during the reign of Rajendra Chola.
“The battles eclipsed the importance of the
Pazhuvettaralyars, the rulers of Pazhuvur and
advisers of the Chola Kings. The

had their roots in Kerala. Raja

Natarajan says the town was near Kollam in
Kerala.

While K.K. Pillal affirms that the Chola army
was led by Raja Raja's son Rajendra, Dr.
Kalaikovan said Raja Raja was present at the
battle. “There is strong literary evidence for the
battle. Moovar Ula (a poetry collection) talks in
detail about the arrest of the Chola messenger
and the attack by the Chola army. Kalingathu
Parani (a literary work) also makes a reference to
Raja Raja’s role in the war and how he returned

Raja would not have liked the pre-eminent role
given to them in the wake of battles with the
Chera kingdom,” writes Dr. Kalaikovan.

Contrary to the presence of the
Pazhuvettaraiyar brothers in Kalki's epic novel
Ponniyin Selvan, historically there was just one
Pazhuvettaraiyar whose name was Kandan
Maravan. “After the eighth year of the rule of
Rajendra Chola, there ks no inscription to prove
that the Pazhuvettaralyars held positions in the
Chotla Kingdom," says Dr. Kalaikovan.

CII aims to posmon Tamil Nadu as leader of socio-economic development

Sangeetha Kandavel
CHENNAI

The Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) is work-
ing on a comprehensive
white paper which is
aimed at positioning Tamil
Nadu as leader in socio-
economic development. It
also wants to help the State
achieve its target of $1 tril-
lion economy by 2030. To
execute this plan, CII has
initiated a project called -
“Policy Action Dialogues’.
“This will happen in
three stages. In the first
stage, we will send out

to around

that will be

400 participants from 15
different sectors. Based on
the feedback, CII will then
have a round table with in-
dustry experts. And in
stage three, the white pap-
er will be rolled out with
suggestions and areas of
growth,” Shankar Vanava-
rayar, Chairman, CII Tamil
Nadu State Council and Ex-
ecutive Director of ABT In-
dustries Ltd., told The Hin-
du.

The questionnaire will
look at 12 parameters that
are aligned with business
and growth. Some of the

looked at is ease of doing
business, construction per-
‘mits and land registration,
taxation and statutory
compliances, access to cre-
dit, diversity and inclusion.

“The idea is to get feed-
back about the realities
which are happening sec-
tor-wise and geographicn}
wise. We will also rope in
other associations for this,”
Mr. Vanavarayar said.

He also mentioned that
cn will work with Gui-
dance (the nodal agency
instrumental in bringing
investments into Tamil Na-

Tourism is an important sector for Tamil Nadu, says Shankar

Vanavarayar, Chairman, Cll Tamil Nadu State Council. FLE PHOTO

du) on this project.

“The white paper will
be submitted to the Tamil
Nadu government ahead of

the Global Investors Meet
(GIM),” he noted.

The sectors that CII is
looking at include aeros-

According to details
shared by CIL the
creative and
knowledge industry
in T.N. is worth

an estimated

2200 billion

pace and defence, agricul-
ture and food processing,
auto and auto components
and electric vehicles (EVs),
chemicals, healthcare and
medtech, IT/ITES and
banking, financial services
and insurance (BFSI), logis-
tics, leather and footwear
and textiles.

“Apart from this, we are
also looking at Electronics
System Design and Manu-
facturing, Global Capabili-
ty Centres (GCC) and Re-
search and Development
(R&D). Creative and know-
ledge industry is another
focus area,” Mr. Vanava-
rayar said.

According to details
shared by CII, the creative
and knowledge industry in
‘Tamil Nadu is worth an es-
timated 3200 billion ($2.6
billion).

Mr. Vanavarayar men-
tioned that CII also intends
to look at the education

and tourism sector. “Tou-
rism is an important sector
and a big strength for Ta-
mil Nadu,” he said.

Through this in depth
analysis, CII aims to collect
industry specific data and
insights from stakeholders,
identify potential growth
areas pertaining to specific
industry sectors for accel-
erated growth towards sus-
tainable economy, foster
collaborations and part-
nerships, influence policy
changes and enhance com-
petitiveness and improve
the overall health of the in-
dustry.
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When the British levied Thimir Varion
residents of a village in Coimbatore

On August 26, 1942 a group of freedom fighters from K 1

am set the Sulur Aerodrome on fire, days after Mal

Gandhi's Do or Die’ call as part of his Quit India

Movement. Following the incident, the British cracked down on the people of Kannampalayam and impaosed the tax, which was also levied on adjacent villages

B. Meenakshi Sundaram

n August 26, 1942, a group of freedom

fighters from Kannampalayam in

Coimt set the Sulur dr

on fire. This was just a few days after
Mahatna Gandhi's ‘Do or Die” call 2% part of the
Quit Indiia Movement, the decisive final phase of
the struggle for Independence. After the incident,
the British government hunched a brutal

L s s ril £y -

and imposed a tax called Thimir Vari on the
entire village. With the Tamil term, Thimir,
meaning nsolence and Vard meaning tax, the
name implies # i *a tax to be collected to deal
the rude ones with an iron hand”. The
government served a 48-hour notice on the
residents to pay the tax.

K.S. Palaniyappan, a washerman, was among
the most important members of the team that set
the aerodrome on fire. When freedom fighter KV.
Ramasamy, popularly called Sulur Netaji,
presided over 2 meeting to chalk out strategies to
set the aerodrome ablaze, it was Palaniyappan
who volunteered to make Vendayarms.

Rings of doth
Vemdayams are rings made of pieces of doth,
soaked in kerosene, strung on a forked stick, and
It up. The forked stick, which is called
Paachaangod in the Koagu Tamil dialect, would be
swung fast and the burning vendayams would fiy
high in the air, fall on the spots targeted, and
burn them to ashes. The washerman was given
this assi s his traditional ion was
carrying fambeaus in the wedding and funeral
processions. At Kannampakiyam resides
Sarack i, the dcdusgher of P vapy
with her widowed mother Angathal, the daughter
of the freedom fghter. Saradamani’s bushand and
maternal unde Murugesan, who is also the son of
Palaniyappan, died recently. She is making a
living by sewing clothes at home. She iys they
stopped carrying on their traditional occupation
of washing clothes a few decades 3go.

Recalling the incident, Pulovar Ponmud
Subbayyan, 87, a retired Tamil teacher and
author of the book Thiyagam Vilaintha Sempulam

on Kamnampalayam, sayx, “On an evening after
the aerodrome was set ablaze, | 5w some police
vehicles speeding up to the village. The pabice
thrashed whomever they caught and threw them
into their trucks. The scene is indelible in my
memories from the minute [ came across it. | was
seven or eight years okl It happened near the
Kannampalyyam graveyard while | was
accompanying my elder sister to a nearby
farmiand "

Mr. Subbayyan siys the British govermment
should have coined an English term for Thimir
Vizrd, but no coe knows it. The tax could have
been collected through the Maniyakarar (Village
Administrative Oficers in the modern day).
However, there is hardly anyone who knows how
much the tax was. He adds that the month Aadi
was very much fnourable to the rebels as the fire
they set spread fast, fanned by the speeding
winds, and soon reduced the aerodrome to
ashes. As many as 30 men who were accused of
setting fire to the acrodrome were arrested and
lodged in Alipore Prison. The jail terms for the
accused differed from three years to 20 years.
However, with the completion of four years in
prison, all the freedom fighters were released in
1946 when the Indian National Congress formed

the Interim Government of India.

*“Stalin Chinnayvyan, 2 member of the team that
set the aerodrome on fire, was arrested. Someone
informed his father Pazhani Gounder that his son
would be refeased if he was ready to pay 100 to
the government. As suggested, Pazhani Gounder
arranged the maney by selling his cows. Stll, the
maney was not enough and he had to borrow 1o
make up the difference. At Last, e did pay the
maney to the official but in vain,”
writes Mounzsamy, authoe of the book
Suthanthira Poril Kannampalayam.

Hard times

*“Neither his son was released nor did be get back
the money. Since a day’s wage of labour was 8
anmnas (S0 paise) those days, Pazhani Gounder
reeled under the respoasibility of repaying the
Joan. The hardship affected his mental and
physical health, resulting in his death.” records
Mr. Mounasamy, a CPl leader, who is also the
former panchayat president of the village.
“Similarly, Kuppusamy Nadar, an innocent
commoner who was an his way to woek at
Cambodia Mills, was thrashed black and blue by
the palice. As a result, he became mentally ill and
died of the disease.” he writes in the book.

Symbol of struggle: An open stage s honour of froedom fighters. At ight is KV, Ramasamy, who held a mesting 10 work cut StTateg)es 10 50t the Jed0me abLATE. SFECAL SERANGENENT

“The Thimir Vari was paid, not just by the
people of Kannampakiyam but also by the
residents of other adjacent villages such as Insgur,
Pallapalayam and Athappa Goundan Pudur,”
adds Mr. Moursasamy. In memory of the freedom
fghters stands an open named
“Kanmampalayam Suthanthira Poratta Thivagigal
Kalryarangam' (Kannampakiyam freedom
fghters” auditorium). The names of the freedom
fghters are inscribed on the wall. Besides, the
branch affice of the Communist Party of India
exhibits the pictures of 19 freedom Gghters. “Of
the 30 freedom Rghters, the photos of caly 19
were available. The rest are known just by their
names. But [ was able to discover the photos of
three more freedom fighters Lt year,” sys Mr.

Mounasumy.
(The author is a freelance journalist
and chronicier of the Kongu region.}

.
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Assam-based oncologist
Ravi Kannan wins 2023
Ramon Magsaysay award

CHENNAL

Surgical oncologist R. Ravi
Kannan, Director of the Ca-
char Cancer Hospital and

_ Research Centre (OCCHRO)
in Assam, is one of the Ra-
mon Magsaysay award win-
ners for 2023,

He is credited with revo-
lutionising cancer treat-
ment in Assam through pe-
ople-centric and pro-poor
healthcare.

Dr. Kannan hails from
Chennai, where he earlier
worked at the Cancer Insti-
tute, Adyar, before moving
to Silchar in 2007. He be-
came the Director of the
COCHRC that year.

The citation on the web-
site of the Ramon Magsyy-
say Award Foundation sxys
that under Dr. Kannan's
leadership, the CCHRC be-
came a full-ledged com-
prehensive cancer haspital
and research centre. From
having Hmited facilities,
the haspital now s 28 de-
partments covering oncol
ogy, pathology, radiology,
microbiology, epidemiolo-
£y, tumour registry, and

=

S—
-

<

R. Rave Kannan

The hospital introduced
pro-poar initiatives such as
free treatment, food and
lodging, ad hoc employ-
ment for caregivers, and a
home-care progrumme as
patients could not conti-
nue their treatment due o
difficulty in travelling long
distances, and cost, with
the underlying reason be-
ing poverty.

Hospital team members
travelled long distances w0
train Emily members in
pain management and pal-
listive care, and provided
[ree medicines.

The patient complisnce
rate in treatment rose from
28% to 70%%.

The CCHRC now pro-

vides free or subsidised
cancer care treatment o
an average 5,000 new pa-
thents annually, catering o
approximately 20,000
poar patients for  treat-
ments and follow-ups, the
citation rexd.

Dr. Kannan said the
award belongs to all who
had joined hands to make
the lives of those suffering
from cancer better.

He said they were now
focusing on “decentralis-
ingg cancer care by setting
up smaller hospitak in dif-
feremt parts of the State
and also in Tripura so that
people do not laxve to tra-
vel far to reach a hospital
for treatment™.

“We luve to go near pe-
ople and focus oa preven-
tion, treatment, and can-
cer care. We need a lot of
support for infrastructure
and equipment, which are
one-time investments, but
what we need most is hu-
man resources, which is a
recurring  requirement,”
Dr. Kannan, who is also a
recipient of the Padma Shri
award, said.

(With inputs from PTT)
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Chennai to get integrated
waste processing facility

GCC to build a waste-to-energy plant, bio-CNG plant and composting unit as part of this initiative

under public-private partmership model; total estimated revenue is 5,705 cr. for a 20-year period

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Greater Chennai
T Corporation (GCC)

will construct a
waste-to-energy plant, a
bio-CNG plant and a com-
posting unit as part of an
integrated waste process-
ing facility in Chennai un-
der the public-private part-
nership (PPP) model.

The GCC Council on
Thursday passed a resolu-
tion to approve establish-
ment of the integrated
waste processing facility to
process wet waste and the
refuse-derived fuel, which
will be generated from a
material recovery facility
to be set up at Kodungaiyur
and Perungudi.

Following an announce-
ment by Minister for Muni-
cipal Administration and
Water Supply K.N. Nehru
to implement projects for

According to estimates, the waste generation in Chennaiis
estimated to be 11,793 tonnes by 2040. M. KARUNAKARAN

generating electricity from
waste, the civic body has
proposed to construct the
facilities.

The private entities will
get a revenue of 32,484

crore from the sale of elec-
tricity for 20 years. The re-
venue from the sale of re-
cyclables for the period is
estimated to be 31,886
crore; from CNG sale, 764

crore; and from compost,
3529 crore.

The total revenue is esti-
mated to be %5,705 crore
and the expenditure
35,045 crore for the
20-year-period.

Other revenue sources
There are other sources of
revenue such as extended
producer  responsibility
charges, carbon emission
credit and other services to
automobile industries that
can be earned by the con-
cessionaire.

The land area to be used
for the waste-to-energy
plant and material recov-
ery facility will be 50 acres.
The compost unit will be
constructed on 15 acres
and the bio-CNG plant on
9.74 acres.

According to estimates,
the waste generation in
Chennai is estimated to be
11,793 tonnes by 2040.
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orvential rains s several pars of
narth India,
Pradesh and Untarakhand, dansged
highways and buikdings, and wok
hundreds of lives. While 2 warming Arctic is said
1o b i causse for the unussially heavy i,
years of la ing and corstriscdion
h:wmu]llpimd the eragecly. Are natural
dizasters man-made? Vimal Mishra amd Lubaina
Rarggwalla discuss the question in 3 converstion
mioderated by Jacob Koshy. Edited excerpes:

Every year, particularly in the monsoon, we
witness extreme natural

Are natural disasters man-made?

Kiratpur-Manali read foliowing hevy rainfal, near Pandoh in

lhmthkh:kndﬁmﬂ.ld’pam—
P—
disasters man-made?

Lubaina Rangwalla: The seale of rtural
disasters that we now see scross the world are
dedinively man-made. Some sections of the
popuilstion are more vulseralsde o them and
moce st risk thian athers. We nesd o figuee out
lustioins that can
specifically towards this binge pool of people. We
need o build stronger systems from the botom
wp and lears o do it collectively.

Vimal Mishra: Humans have pliaved an
important role in enhaneing e sk from
climate hazards. The frequency and intensity of
hazards have increased. and anthropogenic
climate change fues played a major role in that.
W have built on leasdplaing, encroached water
bodies, and planned our cities without thinking
about sustainability. S0, humans are responsibile.
ot fully, but we have pliyed a considerable part
inincreasing the problem. But we should find
silutions and bexrn from our Eilures,

While ratural variability and anthropogenic
India

causes. P
by matural disasters even before the Framing
of dimate clange as a catalyst. Whether

Hooding
the hills, do you see disaster-preparedness
having evolved over the years?

LR: There are a few differnt ways in which the
landseape of disasters in lndis has changed, We
are consantly talking about the importance of
urban plannirg and how the movement of
people o urban centres has affected ratural
landscapes. Some llandscapes] hive changed
drstically and excee ded their carrying capacity
ansd this has exseerbated the extent of ks and
clamunge in these aress. 1 don't think that

B
Mandh district, Himachal Pradesh. ##1

agencies ating the manner in which cities,
vilkages andd wwms have urbanised have kept up.
1t is heart-wrenching e see a beautiful
ecosystem crumible; it is a Esilure of planming in
understanding how o ensure thot certain
eritical eoisystems are kept alive and rotural
systems are kepl at the core of the way we ve.
s Musmbai, we have seen Boods viscerally and
the city has continued o grow. Musmbai has its
own Disaster Management Agency. It has been
ergaging with the Indian Institie of Tropical
Metenrology, which develips models o predict
loicls better. Ao, the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation’s torm-water drainage department
T, i the bast decade, built langer water-holding
ks, Murnbai has been able 1o perform much
better in this regard than, say, Delhi, which is
sesing recurnent lkoosls, With the kird of
sen-level rise expected and the coastal
inmundation projected in the coming decades, |
am not confident that some of the plarming
deciions that we hane made are very wise.

I you comsider of
ciﬂsemryﬂm it k(hemy of

Mpemdepmaﬂmmhaﬁd
e

ee

The frequency and intensity of hazards have
increased, and anthropogenic dimare change
has plaved a major role i that.

WIMAL MISHILA

pu]m:m)ulmx:bfllm:p undergraind soees of
i .

extremme westher event. We will hive some idea
of it based on post events; it & not that nobody
knenws what 1o do. The probilem is, most of the
e this risk B undersstimsied. Why? Because
aiften, we don't hane a complets recond that
informs plarmers aboul current asd upcoming
dlissters. Data sets are often pretty old and do
ot directly provide sufficient information about
e future. 1F vou talk about the Himalayan
instance, we have a very limited
because of

natural drainsge
9)sl.|.-1r.s Sa, yes, war!l.'.n.@'lm&el.ﬂp.uul
wee are Facireg  bot of challersges becauss of that.
The only solution is sdopting the Sustainable
Developenent Goals, implementirg careful
urban planning, and creating roads and streets
Keeping these in mind,
LE:1 don't think we are 2 a dead end. We are
developing and growing, and people will need
hcuses, jobs and services. But as Dr. Mishr said,
wie hrve: allowed centain business-as-usual
practices o persist in city ptnumq;‘kd.xl.x

chservational network So, i you g and survey
how mmy rinfall recording stations we have,
what is the density of rainfall, I would say they
are fewer Hn that we have indltrpurbur!he
country where it i easier 1o mansge, install,
manitar, and tike care of such infrastrsctune.

LR:There are excellent irsttutions even within
the government that are constamly monitorirg
and understanding the scale of the climate crisis
in terms of rainfall panerns, trends, and the
watys in which risk i beeoming more

warkshop with the Bril
Corporation’s siorm-water drainage department
about a year ag. Stakeholders from pluning,

whio have been inpacted by bndsdides, dissters
and routine Boodig were present. AL the end of
it the workshop lerl o the realisstion that cities

i certain regions versus others. |
ek the discnnneet i in the wiys in which
decisions continue 10 be taken. And while we
ursderstarsd thit there are certain regions that
are incresingly becoming more lood-prone,
what we really have 1o do is think

i vely. W have dyse thy

f of i g a strict careving

Hassd bos et thinaking of long-term solutions. I
coemnes down b understanading tost there are o
quick-fix solufions 1o what we are gring through;
urni]]h:mh)lhlnkabamlkng-ham risk.

ry and
unalerstand how socioeconomic drivers are
warsening Uhe problem in certain eommuities
compared o others in the city.

We i i
mmmmmmmmnnh

eapacity in certain regions and not allowing for
mare urbanisation to happen in certain anss or
restrictig certain ways in which infrastructure
i buile. This need i constantly shorten travel
e and 1o make if easier 1o conped Bourst
degtinations, for example, b run counter by
e warys i whiich we in the environment space
thave Tesen talking about preserving, conserving,
and building stronger relativnships with
ecosystems. These two desives ane also part of
lhest.l'nmpl‘nmnuwz in which gervermment

cunstriscted
umnedandrlndyhmwln:mdmiunk

These o
at contlict. And so, it not so much the
kncnwledge. f you really want 1o ke the sight

furces. So, in one sense, sren't we canght
the

VM: Developenent tramslates 1o infrastracure
gromih. However, we don't fray enough
attention o whether our developeent pathays
are sstainable. Sustainability means
emphusiging not only economics, but also
society and environment. Any sistainable

w the
implications. So far, we have just run bebind the
ecanomiics, you kisow, the b holdings, fnding
cheper Land, fillig the water bodies, removirg

mmwummht
m—malan:mrﬂnglhrﬂlmmmmmm
natural disasters?

VM Knowledge is never complete, We learn
e things every day and have some knowledge
from past events, but the challenge i most olten
from a lack of awareness, or from ignaoring a
risk. Ard the risk is ot clearly estiemated o
defined when we imphement 2 new
infrastruciure project. Lets say we are going to
bl & vew highwery i @ mountsinows regian
and we have o calculate the risk fom an

veri will bring in experts from both
private and public sgencies and you will have
wery gl solutions on the table, current and
modern ways of understanding the scale of 2
disaster, where the risk is, and whot kinds of
solutions should be modelled around it
Whether there i political will to take action in
et mnanner i the question.

T st bt Al intcer v
Scan the code or g T the link.
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India sees the lowest August
rainfall in a century: IMD

Met deparmment indicated in July that the August rminfall would be ‘below normal: the rainfall in

September is likely to be within a 0% window of the 167 cm that s normal for the month

acob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ainfall in August

has been the low-

e8] i aver a centu-
ry, with India getting 16%
less rainfall chan it usually
does in the month. Of the
Hour monsoon months, Au-
gust wsually sees the most
amount of rainfll {254
em) after July with 28 cm.

With the strengthening
of the El Nino and unfa-
wvourable conditions in the
Arabian Sea and the Bay of
Bergal, August rainfall has
been markedly deficient in
mit of India, except in
northeastern India, the Hi-
malayan States, and parts
of Tamil Madu, show data
fram the Indis Meteorolog-
fical Department (M)

El Nino refers o a
warming of the central
Pacitic that wsually tran-
slates 10 deficient mon-
son rainfll over India,

The last dime India re-
corded such severs deficits

Rainfall deficiency

The chart shoss some years of the |osest rindall recorded in
gt sinca 1001, Last nont h's dedicit of 3685 i an alktima
bovia, dlip pinig bedow that 1005 mark of 24%

&

5

41
FEE LI

B

n August was in 2005,
when the shonfall was
about 2% of the normal,
and in 2009, when India
saw ks biggest drought in
hall a century Auguse
rainfall was 24% less than
normal.

Rainfall in Augus has

brought the overall nation-
al deficit 1o W%, with the
regional deficits being 179%
in east and porthesst In-
dia, 10% in central lndia,
amd 17% in soumbern India,

“There is an increasing
trend in the break dans,”
M. Mohapatra, Director-

General, IMD, said. “Break
days  refer v rainless
stretches during the mon-
S0 mionths of
Jume-Seplensber”

‘Bedow normal'
The IMD on July 31 indicat-
el tha August rainfall
woilld be “below normal”,
bt its weather models did
nol indicate that the short-
fall would be as sharp as
has been experienced.
Blonsoon rainfall in Sep-
tember, the last al the four
mansson months, i likely
o be within a 1096 window
off the 6.7 em that is usual
for the month, the agen-
ey's Forecast noted.
“While thene is a reason-
able chance of normal
rainfall, thanks o Rvoura-
ble conditions in the In-
dian Oceam and two rin-
bearing how-pressune areas
in the Bay of Bengal, get-
g extra rain i quite diffi-
cult” an IMD meteoralo-
gist, who declined 10 be
idengifed, sid.

Jaya Verma becomes
the first woman to
head Railway Board

HEW KELHI

The Unicn government an
Thursday appointed Java
Verma Sinha Chairperson
of the Railway Board, the
b decizion-making body
of the Railway Minisry
She will asume office an
or after Fricay. She replsc-
% Anil Eumear Laboti.

M. Sinha becomes the
frat woman b head the
Board in its 118-year histo-
.

Prior o the new ap-
pointment, Ms. Sinha was
Member (Dperations and
Buginess: Development) of
the Board. She was ot the
forelront in handling the
aftermath of the Bakisore
erain sccident which killed
9] people.

“The Appointmens
Committee of the Cabi-
nethas approved the ap-
pointment of Jaya Verma
Sinha, Indin Railway Man-
agement Services, Member
(Operations & Business De-
welapment), Railway
Beard, to the pest of Chair-
man & Chiel Executive O

JayaVesmna Sinha

ficer  (CED),  Railway
Board” the order said. Her
tenire will be pill August 31,
2024

Mz, Sinha was slabed to
petire on October 1, but she
will be re-employed the
same day Gl ber tenure
gelsaver.

Mz, Sinha jiined the In-
dian Railway Traflic Ser
vice in 1988 and worked in
Morthern Raihway, South
Eastern Railway and East-
erm  Railway. She also
worked as Railway Adviser
in the High Commission aof
Inclia, Dhaka, Banglacdesh
for four years. The Maitree
Express from Eolkata to
Dhaka was inausgurated
during her Banglacdesh
atinl.

(With agency imputsh
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Chandrayaan
probe finds
sparse plasma
on moon

The Hindu Bureau
BEMGALURL

A pavload on board Chan-
drayaan-3s lander, Vik-
ram, has completed the
first in-situ measurements
of the surface-bound lunar
plasma environment owver
the south polar region. The —}
Radio Anatomy of Moon
Bound Hypersensitive lo-
nosphere and  Atmosph-
ere-Langmuir Probe
(RAMBHA-LP), named af-
ter American chemist Irv.
ing Langmuir, who was
awarded the Nobel Prize in
Chemistry, is a device used
for characterising plasma.
“The initial assessment
indicates that the plasma
encompassing the lunar
surface is relatively sparse,
characterised by a number
density ranging from ap-
praximately 5 to 20 million
electrons per cubic metre.
This evaluation specifically
pertains to the early stages
of the lunar daytime. The
probe operates without in-
terruption, aiming to ex-
plore the changes occur-
ring in the nearsurface
plasma environment
throughout the lunar day,”
the 15RO zaid on Thursday.

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851



https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

